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The three main passages describing the spiritual gifts are Romans 12:6–8; 1 Corinthians 12:4–11; and 1 

Corinthians 12:28. 

Here is how they breakdown:

Romans 12 are prophesying, serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership, and mercy. 

1 Corinthians 12:4–11 includes the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous 

powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in tongues and interpretation of tongues. 

1 Corinthians 12:28 includes healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 

Ok, let’s look a brief description of each gift:
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Prophecy –To prophesy is to declare the divine will, to interpret the purposes of God, or

to make known in any way the truth of God that is designed to influence people.

Serving – Also known as “ministering,” the Greek word diakonian, from which we get the

English “deacon,” means service of any kind, the broad application of practical help to

those in need.

Teaching – This gift involves the analysis and proclamation of the Word of God,

explaining the meaning, context and application to one’s life. The gifted teacher is one

who has the unique ability to clearly instruct and communicate knowledge, specifically

the doctrines of the faith.

Encouraging – Also called “exhortation,” this gift is evident in those who consistently call

upon others to heed and follow God’s truth, which may involve correction or building

others up by strengthening weak faith or comforting in trials.
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Giving –The giver is joyfully concerned for the needs of others and seeks opportunities to

share goods, money and time with them as needs arise.

Leadership –The word literally means “guide” and carries with it the idea of one who

steers a ship. One with the gift of leadership rules with wisdom and grace and exhibits the

fruit of the Spirit in his life as he leads by example.

Mercy – Closely linked with the gift of encouragement, the gift of mercy is obvious in those

who are compassionate toward others who are in distress, showing sympathy and sensitivity

coupled with a desire and the resources to lessen their suffering in a kind and cheerful

manner.

Word of wisdom –This gift describes someone who can understand and speak forth

biblical truth in such a way as to skillfully apply it to life situations with all discernment.
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Word of knowledge – This is another speaking gift that involves understanding truth

with an insight that only comes by revelation from God. Those with the gift of knowledge

understand the deep things of God and the mysteries of His Word.

Faith – All believers possess faith in some measure because it is one of the gifts of the

Spirit bestowed on all who come to Christ in faith (Galatians 5:22-23). The spiritual gift of

faith is exhibited by one with a strong and unshakeable confidence in God, His Word, His

promises, and the power of prayer to effect miracles.

Healing – Although God does still heal today, Christians today do not have the power to

heal the sick or resurrect the dead. If they did, the hospitals and morgues would be full of

these “gifted” people emptying beds and coffins everywhere

Miraculous powers – Also known as the working of miracles, this is another temporary

sign gift which involved performing supernatural events that could only be attributed to

the power of God (Acts 2:22). This gift was exhibited by Paul (Acts 19:11-12), Peter (Acts 3:6),

Stephen (Acts 6:8), and Phillip (Acts 8:6-7), among others.
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Speaking in tongues – The gift of tongues is one of the temporary “sign gifts”

given to the early Church to enable the gospel to be preached throughout the

world to all nations and in all known languages.

Interpretation of tongues – A person with the gift of interpreting tongues

could understand what a tongues-speaker was saying even though he did not

know the language that was being spoken.

Helps – Closely related to the gift of mercy is the gift of helps. Those with the gift

of helps are those who can aid or render assistance to others in the church with

compassion and grace.
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There is no magic formula or definitive test that

can tell us exactly what our spiritual gifts are. The

Holy Spirit distributes the gifts as He determines

(1 Corinthians 12:7-11)

Summary

Identifying our spiritual giftedness can be accomplished in various

ways. Spiritual gift tests or inventories, while not to be fully relied

upon, can definitely help us understand where our gifting might be.

Confirmation from others also gives light to our spiritual giftedness. Other people who

see us serving the Lord can often identify a spiritual gift in use that we might take for

granted or not recognize. Prayer is also important.

The one person who knows exactly how we are spiritually gifted is the gift-giver

Himself—the Holy Spirit. We can ask God to show us how we are gifted in order to

better use our spiritual gifts for His glory.
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Thank You! ☺
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